
Extended Cruising Prep
Your Complete Rope Checklist
The no-BS rope checklist for boaters heading beyond the easy weekend run.

A longer cruise exposes weak gear quickly. Before you leave the dock, make sure your boat is carrying the right anchor lines, dock
lines, backup rope, chafe protection, and spare rigging to handle real conditions, not just a perfect forecast.

1) Primary Anchoring Gear

Primary anchor rode sized for boat length, displacement, and
exposure

Proper scope capacity for deeper anchorages

Spliced termination or thimble eye checked for wear

Windlass compatibility confirmed if applicable

Secondary anchor and backup rode aboard

2) Shock Absorption and Load Management

Snubber or bridle packed and ready

Chain hook, soft shackle, or connector inspected

Chafe points identified before departure

Spare chafe gear packed for bow roller and cleats

3) Docking and Mooring Lines

Bow, stern, and spring lines aboard

Dock lines sized for the boat, not guessed at

Fender lines organized and labeled

Spare utility line packed for odd tie-ups, dinghy duty, or gear
lashing

4) Rope Condition Check

No glazing, hard spots, or flat sections

No severe discoloration or UV damage

No frayed splice throats or unraveling ends

Bitter ends secured and properly finished

Old mystery line removed from service

5) Storage and Readiness

Lines rinsed, dried, and flaked for fast deployment

Wet rope not trapped in sealed lockers

Anchor locker checked for tangles

Dock lines staged by use, not thrown in a pile

6) Departure-Day Final Check

Weather and marine forecast reviewed

Anchoring plan and backup anchoring plan discussed

Crew knows which line is which

Critical lines accessible without emptying the whole locker

Need to upgrade before your next run?
Explore American Rope anchor lines, double braid dock lines, and snubber guidance before your next
extended cruise.
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